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Dear Friends,

s another rainy pre-monsoon day starts, as we just 
remembered the day of the earthquake and the 
five years that have since past, as we are stuck in 
our homes trying to beat this devastating virus, I 
think about the lives of those who survive, rebound, 
thrive and get by, there are so many factors to the 
economic, social and emotional wellbeing of a 
community and this crisis lays bare the inequities 
of societies around the world. This is why Oxfam, is 
actively calling on world leaders and international 
institutions to not let its vulnerable citizens down 
and to not abandon commitments to reduce poverty 
around the world. 

Nepal, through a very strict lockdown, may be on 
course to reduce the community spread of the 
virus; from the onset, our partners and us have 
been able to support Kanchanpur, Sarlahi and 
Rautahat districts to address public health needs. 
This required a huge amount of collaboration 
across all teams, across the NGO community, with 
local and national government. Our fundraising for 
hygiene and sanitation has been very successful 
with close to 1.4 million GBP almost secured, and 
more to come. But there is another more complex 
situation evolving; poor migrant workers and daily 
wage laborers have lost all sources of income, 
small business owners cannot work, those whose 
lives depend on essential services (nutrition, 
rehabilitation, Gender Based Violence support, 
chronic illness, etc.) are not able to access them, 
children in public schools are deprived of education, 
community infrastructure cannot be maintained, 
and the list goes on. 

The medium and long term consequences are 
difficult to determine – we do not know how long 
the lockdown will last here and in other countries 
that are linked to Nepal’s economy. In light of this, 

we are advocating actively for cash transfers to be 
rolled out across the affected populations, either 
through a full compensation for lost income and/
or as a top up to social assistance program. In 
Baitadi, our partner RUDES is currently pushing the 
boundaries and supporting migrant workers with 
a top up. Our COVID-19 response is the best it can 
be and it took shape very fast, collaboratively and 
in an unusual working condition. I, thank you and 
congratulate you – partners, frontline responders 
and coworkers for this fantastic mobilization. 

Our regular work was able to continue: a lot of 
planning and reporting work with year-end and the 
initiation of the new year. We will be busy until end 
of May when we hope that the lockdown will have 
eased. Our new structure is in place – we are each 
still learning to make it work, I am proud of all your 
efforts and willingness to embark with it, and I can 
see that the program team is jelling nicely. 

We are all spending more time in our homes and 
with our families - by now we probably have a 
routine set up. Maybe we are taking this time to 
catch up on our old to-do lists, maybe we are 
resetting our internal clocks with thoughts about 
our lives, or just taking the day as it comes. Maybe 
we are bored. Maybe we are developing new skills. 
Some days are easier than others. I am grateful 
for your patience and your dedication in these 
circumstances, and hoping that our next newsletter 
will be written from our office and not from my sofa! 

Stay safe and enjoy you read!

Sarah Blin 
Country Director

Message from 
Country Director
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What is COVID-19? 
COVID-19 is a new strain of coronavirus 
that has not been previously identified in 
humans. The main source of the outbreak 
is still unknown but, considering previous 
experiences of coronavirus, it is most likely 
that the virus made inter-species jump to 
humans from animals (Source).

The COVID-19 pandemic was first identified 
in Wuhan, Hubei, China in December 2019. On 
30 January 2020, World Health Organization 
(WHO) announced that COVID-19 outbreak was 
a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern and on 11 March, WHO declared the 
situation as pandemic. As of 14 April 2020, 
cases of COVID-19 has been reported in 210 
countries (Source). WHO’s situation reports 
of 26 April 2020 shows that virus has globally 
affected 2,804,796 people and have resulted 
in the deaths of 193, 710 people. In South-
East Asia region alone, it has affected 43,846 
people and led to deaths of 1,747 people.

How it is affecting Nepal?
Nepal was identified as one of the high-risk countries 
as it shares multiple open borders with neighboring 
countries India and China. Along with this, Nepal’s 
health infrastructures are also very limited. Ministry 
of health and Population of Nepal has reported that 
as of 26 April 2020, there are 52 confirmed cases in 
Nepal, out of which 16 has recovered. And, there has 
been no death caused due to COVID-19 yet. 

WHO removed Nepal from the high-risk zone on 26 
April, as it stated that “the lockdown measures 
announced by the government has been very 
effective to prevent and control the spread of 
coronavirus since the beginning.” Government of 
Nepal decided on nationwide lockdown from 23 
March, which has now been extended until 7 May. 
Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) is closely 
working with concern ministries and agencies to 
prevent further effects of Covid-19 virus in Nepal. 
The government of Nepal along with provincial and 
local government has taken various precautionary 
measures to prevent the spread of virus.

Oxfam in Nepal’s response to COVID-19
Oxfam has declared this emergency a Cat 
-1 emergency and will focus globally on 
its core mandate: Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) and Shock Responsive Social 
Protection (SRSP) bringing attention to the 
differential vulnerabilities of women and 
other marginalized groups and preventing 
inequalities to grow through this pandemic.

Oxfam is deeply concerned about how the 
poorest and most vulnerable people will be 
hit by the coronavirus –at home and in places 
where there isn’t much protection from it 
spreading, medical care for people who are 
sick, or ways to deal with the loss of income.

Drawing on learning from Oxfam’s responses 
to public health emergencies with a strong 
community engagement component, in 
combination with existing knowledge and 
expertise in gender, public health promotion, 
water and sanitation, community-based 
protection and interpersonal communication 
and digital technology, we will work to ensure 
that poor, vulnerable and marginalized people 

are protected and prevented from the impacts 
of COVID-19. We will engage with and support 
communities, with a focus on women and vulnerable 
groups (elderly, person with disability, marginalized 
minorities). Using a flexible approach to ensure that 
our support will be both preventive and responsive to 
evolving communities’ needs. 

Oxfam in Nepal with support from local partners is 
raising awareness amongst community people about 
the prevention of virus for which various Information, 
Educational and Communication materials in line with 
government is being distributed. 

In collaboration with local partners, Oxfam also 
distributed hand hygiene products and Personal 
Protective Equipment at the municipality level to 
further support health posts, isolation centers, 
Quarantine centers and security agencies. 
Furthermore, collaboration with private sector for 
handwashing stations is also being done (Details 
below). 

So far, Oxfam in Nepal has been able to reach 10,007 
population (3,154 female and 6,853 male population) 
as of 24 April 2020.

https://www.oxfam.org/en/oxfams-response-coronavirus
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports


Rautahat District (Province 2)
Oxfam in Nepal’s local partner Rural Development 
Center (RDC) who is currently supporting Oxfam in 
implementing Safe Water project carried out mass 
communication activity on the awareness about 
COVID-19 through miking on important messages 
and information regarding safe water and ways 
to prevent the transmission of virus. The miking 
was done in six clusters of Rajpur Municipality of 
Rautahat; Goth, Gardhwa, Butahi, Digaha, Hajminiya 
and Islampur. 

The following vital messages were disseminated in 
local language: 
• Water is life, if it is clean
• Use clean water
• Make water safe by proper treatment and storage
• Save clean water
• Five key messages disseminated were:

1. Wash hands regularly for 20 seconds following 
proper steps of handwashing.

2. Use mask
3. Avoid crowded areas
4. Avoid handshakes
5. Stay at least 1metre away from another person

Community people listening to the messages disseminated on 
prevention of COVID-19 in Rajpur municipality through miking. 
Photo credit: RDC Nepal

Rural Development Centre (RDC) Nepal with support from Oxfam in Nepal handing over the personal protective equipment and hand hygiene 
products to the DDMC. Photo credit: RDC Nepal

As an immediate support to fight COVID-19, Oxfam’s 
implementing partner RDC Nepal supported local 
government and District Disaster Management 
Committee (DDMC) with Personal Protective 
Equipment and hand hygiene products such 
as Sanitizers, Soaps, Buckets with taps, were 
distributed 2 April 2020. These products were 

distributed to Rajdevi and Gaur municipalities by 
DDMC with support from RDC. The communities in 
Rajdevi and Gaur municipalities were also directly 
supported with hand hygiene products by RDC.  
Communities were yet again demonstrated 
handwashing techniques to promote hand hygiene 
as prevention measure.

Page 4



Demonstration of handwashing techniques to the community members. Photo credit: BWSN

Sarlahi District (Province 2)
Oxfam in Nepal with support from local partner 
Bagmati Welfare Society Nepal (BWSN) carried out 
“Hand Washing Against Coronavirus Transmission” 
awareness campaign Haripur Municipality, ward no.9, 
Pidari and Hariyon Municipality, ward no. 11 of Sarlahi. 
A campaign aimed at raising awareness amongst the 
community people about importance of proper ways 
of regular handwashing and usage of facemask. The 

       Different awareness programs 
carried out in the communities have 
helped bring alertness amongst 
people to follow proper handwashing 
steps in order to prevent 
transmission of COVID-19 virus.

Shivanath Shah
Chairperson, Pidari Drinking Water 
Project, Haripur – 9, Pidari

campaign was carried out in different junctions and 
bazaars within the municipalities where around 100 
community people took part. 

Pamphlets and poster with the message on 
prevention from the transmission of virus was also 
distributed for mass awareness.

              I would like to thank BWSN 
and Oxfam in Nepal for coming into 
our community and teaching us proper 
handwashing techniques using soap 
and water. Earlier, we used to wash 
our hands only occasionally with 
water only. As COVID-19 virus is killing 
many people, as one of the important 
preventive measure, we are washing our 
hands with soap and water regularly.

Oshi Mohamad
Community Member, Haripur – 9, Pidari
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Kanchanpur (Sudurpaschim Province)

Oxfam in Nepal through local partner National 
Environment and Equity Development Society (NEEDS) 
who is currently implementing Transboundary Rivers 
of South Asia (TROSA) project in Kanchanpur supported 
local government and District Disaster Management 
Committee (DDMC) with various essential Personal 
Protective Equipment such as mask, gloves, N95 mask 
for volunteers, digital thermometer and Hand hygiene 

Handing over the personal protective equipment and hand hygiene products to the municipalities by NEEDS Nepal. Photo credit: NEEDS Nepal

         In this crucial period of COVID-19, 
we were lacking sanitation materials 
in the municipality as well as in the 
market. NEEDS Nepal and Oxfam 
in Nepal supported us with the 
sanitation materials which is a great 
help for us. From all the people of 
Punarbas Municipality, I would like to 
thank NEEDS and Oxfam in Nepal for 
their valuable support.

Jiwan Raj Thapa 
Mayor, Punarbas Municipality

         NEEDS Nepal is established in 
Kanchanpur district and always works 
for the welfare of the community and 
Belauri municipality. In this scarcity 
of sanitation materials, NEEDS and 
Oxfam in Nepal supported us. For this, 
we would like to thank Oxfam in Nepal 
and NEEDS for their support.

Potilal Chaudhary 
Belauri Municipality

items such as handwash liquid, Soap, Sanitizer, 
Bucket with tap, Flex.
The products were handed over by NEEDS to 
municipalities such as, Belauri, Punarbas, Bhimdatta, 
Mahakali, Beldandi, Shuklaphant, Krishnapur, Laijhadi 
and Bedkot for further distribution to health posts, 
check points, etc.  
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OUR OBJECTIVE
To ensure poor, vulnerable and marginalized people get adequate, inclusive and safe water, sanitation, and 

hygiene (WASH) support to prevent and reduce the infection risk of the COVID-19 outbreak.

Personal Protectives, Hand Hygiene and other 
products distributed

Our focus
We aim to provide immediate health and hygiene 
support to frontline workers, health centers, 
quarantines and communities.

OUR Partners 
Rural Development Centre (RDC) Nepal, Rautahat

Bagmati Welfare Society Nepal (BWSN), Sarlahi

National Environment and Equity Development 
Society (NEEDS), Kanchanpur

Masks 

7,200

Buckets with 
taps and lids 

847

Gloves 

2,900

N95 masks 

73

Handwash

744

Digital 
Thermometers

10

Soaps

6,863
Blankets

68

Sanitizers

1,556
PPE sets

49

SarlahiRautahatKanchanpur

Female 

3,154
Male 

6,853

Total people reached 

10,007

FOR ANY COVID-19 RELATED QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT 
Ministry of Health and Population at 1115 (6am -10pm) and at 1133 (24 hours) Viber at MoHP Nepal COVID-19

Official website: https://covid19.mohp.gov.np/#/
www.nepal.oxfam.org  |  www.facebook.com/OxfamInNepal  |  www.twitter.com/OxfamInNepal

If you have any concerns or queries regarding Safeguarding, please contact at 16600150076 or 
send email at whistleblowing@oxfam.org.uk
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Awareness Raising
• IEC materials distributed
• PSAs in local languages disseminated through local 

radio FMs
• Miking of key messages
• Oxfam in Nepal and Partners’ social media mobilization

Oxfam in Nepal: COVID-19 Response ProgrammE

Lobbying for policy provision for cash transfer and 
social protection benefits for vulnerable people, 

and bail out packages for business and economic 
stimulus packages among others. 

Oxfam’s global report “Dignity not Destitution' shows 
that over half a billion people will be pushed to 

poverty due to corona virus, if urgent and dramatic 
action is not taken.

https://covid19.mohp.gov.np/#/
https://nepal.oxfam.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OxfamInNepal
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PHOTO FEATURE

Information, Educational and 
Communication (IEC) materials in line 
with Ministry of Health and Population 
were disseminated for awareness 
raising about COVID-19 and in 
communities and through social 
media.

Radio jingles in local languages such 
as Bajika and Nepali languages were 
played from local FM stations to the 
reach communities.

Social media campaign on awareness 
raising regarding COVID-19 is being 
run through Oxfam in Nepal’s and 
partner organizations social media for 
direct and immediate reach amongst 
the people we work with and public.

Miking on important messages and 
information regarding COVID-19 
and ways of prevention were 
disseminated to the communities.

Awareness Raising and Sensitization



FEEDBACK?
Do you have programme updates, stories, pictures, videos to share? Or, any important questions on the newsletter? 
Please contact: Sofila Vaidya, Media and Communication Officer at svaidya@oxfam.org.uk
www.nepal.oxfam.org    |    www.facebook.com/OxfamInNepal    |    www.twitter.com/OxfamInNepal

How to protect 
ourselves from COVID-19
• Clean hands with soap and water or alcohol-

based hand rub
• Avoid close contact with anyone with cold or 

flu-like symptoms
• Avoid unprotected contact with live wild or 

farm animals
• Cover nose and mouth when coughing and 

sneezing with tissue or flexed elbow
• Avoid close contact with those who show 

signs of flu

You can help 
Oxfam save lives
In the face of global pandemic, it does not 
matter where we come from, what language we 
speak, or our cultural background. COVID-19 
reminds us that we all deserve to be treated 
equally and have the same basic rights.
When an emergency happens, Oxfam is ready 
to respond. We work with our partners on the 
ground to save lives and reduce future risks. 
With your support, we help make sure that 
people who have lost everything have access to 
immediate life-saving essentials.

 Rub palms together  Rub the back of both hands  Interface the palms and 
fingers and rub the hands together 

 Rub fingertips of right hand 
on left palm

 Rub fingertips on left hand 
on right palm

 Rub thumb in a rotating 
manner followed by the area 
between index finger and thumb.

SIX STEPS OF PROPER HANDWASHING

DONATE NOW

If you have any concerns or queries regarding Safeguarding, 
please contact the following number 16600150076 or send email at whistleblowing@oxfam.org.uk

https://www.oxfam.org/en/donate/global-emergency-fund?destination-url=https://nepal.oxfam.org/what-we-do-humanitarian-programme/oxfam-nepals-response-covid-19

